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Why All the Fuss about Computer Voting Machines?
Speaker: Marian Schneider, Esq
Tuesday, October10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

Grove United Methodist Church
490 West Boot Rd., West Chester, PA 19380
ALWAYS AMPLE FREE and LIGHTED PARKING

Most of us are aware of the nightmare caused by “hanging chads” on the punch-card ballots in Florida
in the 2000 election. Following that fiasco, the ederal government passed the “HAVA” law — which
stands for “Help America Vote Act.” It appeared that this law would solve those problems caused by
“hanging chads” and other difficulties that were not being addressed by officials in various states
throughout the country. The law requires many things such as full accessibility for the handicapped,
voting methods that are clear and easy to use, and training for precinct workers so that they can help
with any difficulties experienced by a voter.

One of the things the law did net do was to ban punch-card ballots! That appears to be a belief held by
many citizens, especially here in Chester County where the punch card ballot was used by many, many
municipalities. However, because the punch-card ballot could not easily be adapted for use by people
with disabilities, it was destined to be discarded in favor of an easier, more flexible system.

Most of us are, by this time, at least comfortable with typing on a computer and we expect that what
we typed will or can be “saved” with accuracy; so it was not unusual that many thought that using a
computer system for voting would be a fast, easy and accurate way to capture votes. Many companies
began making these so-called “touch screen” voting machines, which are nearly identical to the
computers we use to order food at our local Wawa or Sheetz stores.

By the Presidential election of 2004, many municipalities across the country had instituted touch-
screen voting machines. But they turned out not to be the panacea that they were promised to be by
their inventors and manufacturers. In fact, many more municipalities reported serious problems with
these machines than had reported problems in the 2000 election!

From simple issues such as machines that just would not work to more serious and complicated issues
such as machines appearing to work but then not reporting any votes or reporting more votes than there
were registered voters, the touch-screen machines have become the subject of much debate and now

even the subject of lawsuits. (continued on page 7)
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Reaching Out-- by Co-President Graham Boose

Welcome to another interesting year of branch
activities! I write this the morning after an
energizing potluck dinner, our kickoff meeting
for the year, where the chairs of our Special
Interest Groups and Projects presented their
activities for the year. What an energetic bunch
of talented women we are!

What our branch believes in--

I want to review with you the goals and

priorities of our branch as developed by the

Board in September. We have agreed on the
following areas of focus for this year:

e Continue our excellent series of monthly
programs, of social and cultural merit
¢ Involve new and more members--and have
fun while we do it
e Continue reaching out and working with
other organizations that support our goals,
such as the Chester County Women’s
Commission, the YWCA of Chester County,
and the League of Women Voters of Chester
County
e Implement/continue our community
projects: Girls Exploring Tomorrow’s
Technology, Let’s Read Math, and support to
the Domestic Violence Center
e Develop a public policy presence in the
community
e Consider implementing Association
programs, such as Sister-to-Sister
e Develop a branch budget reflecting the
realistic cost of branch operations
e Develop shared leadership where useful
e Continue/increase publicity of branch
activities
e Continue a fund to assist members with
dues, in time of personal financial difficulty
(now called the Members Helping Members
Fund)

New goals--

e Consider diversifying programming to offer
some daytime programs for moms with small
children and senior members who cannot get
out at night, and hold these programs at other
sites (such as township parks and retirement
homes)

e Consider new Special Interest Groups:
daytime lit, a revival of something similar to a

AAUW Sum

dine-around group popular several years ago,
travel, theater, art visit and discussion,
computers/digital photography, etc.

We considered several goals developed over
the years to be achieved and thank you for your
support.

However, we identified a new and critical goal
this year: to develop leaders for the next few
years. Every year, the Nominating Committee
has a difficult time when it’s time to develop
the slate for the following year. (I was amused
last evening when someone asked Yvonne
Peiffer, President of the Branch in the ‘70’s and
now Co-President, if she was being
“retreaded.”) In addition, we think
Transportation Coordinators for members who
would like to share fellowship or not drive in
the evening will be helpful. The Handbook now
contains a list of members by zip code on page
18. If you can help with carpools in your area,
please let Barbara Leone, our Membership Vice
President, know.
How you can work and play with us--
Please continue to reach out, and keep these
goals in mind as you select your areas of
branch activity for the coming year. The
Program Committee, co-chaired by Vice
Presidents Sebronette Barnes and Fran Pierce,
(continued on page 4)

AAUW Sum, pronounced awesome, is the newsletter
of the West Chester-Chester County PA Branch of
the American Association of University Women. It is
normally published 8 times each year: September,
October, November, January, February, March,
April, and May. Deadline for copy is the 12 of the
month preceding. Deadline for January is December
1. Deadline for September is August 1.

Pam Gallimore Editor

215-751-8160 pgallimore@ccp.edu
Yvonne Peiffer Branch Co-President
408 Crump Rd., Exton, PA 19341

610-363-9535 peiffer@erols.com
Graham Boose Branch Co-President
415 Sunset Hollow Rd., West Chester, PA 19380
610-431-7701 GDBoose@comcast.net

http://www.aauwchestercountypa.org
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AAUW West Chester-Chester County Branch
Raising Funds and Having Fun

2

NEW YORK! NEW YORK!

The West Chester-Chester County Branch of AAUW has planned another
wonderful day trip to New York City. We will leave from The West Goshen
Park and Ride adjacent to West Goshen Shopping Center (just off Route 202, e
Paoli Pike exit), at 7:15 a.m. on Wednesday, November 8, 2006. We will arrive

about 10-10:30, depending on traffic. After our arrival in the city, you can choose your own itinerary--
restaurants, theater, museums, shopping, exploring. Half-price tickets to many major shows are

available at the first stop in New York, Times Square, where the TCKTS booth is located. A stop is

also made at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. We board the bus at 7:45 p.m. for the return trip and
return to West Chester about 10:30 p.m.

The cost of the trip is $50.00 per person, which includes gratuities and beverages. This is a co-ed trip
and is open to nonmembers. Bring some friends!

The trip is sold out early, so send your reservation today!

Call Nancy Dore, 610-725-0459, with any questions.

***********************cut here and return this form With your check******************

NEW YORK CITY BUS TRIP
Wednesday, November 8, 2006

Make checks payable to AAUW West Chester-Chester County Branch and mail to:
Nancy Dore
3 Thayer Drive
Frazer, PA 19355

Name
Phone

Name
Phone

Please use additional sheet for additional guests.
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Member Action Required

Genuardi’s/Safeway Will Contribute to Our Scholarship Fund BUT...
Genuardi's/Safeway will donate a percentage of number. Our group ID number is 150540758.
your purchases to our scholarship fund. All you If you have participated in the past, you will
have to do is complete a form online at need to renew your designation.
www.escrip.com, by phone at 800-801-4973, or Please call Nancy Dore if you have any
obtain a form at the store. You will need your questions, 610-725-0459.

customer card number and our group ID

Board Highlights

v’ Re-evaluated goals from previous years, focusing on 2006-2007 needs. See Reaching Out, page 2

v" Accepted report of Audit Committee from Donna Eaves with thanks to outgoing Financial Officer
Nancy Dore for a job superbly done over many years

v Membership reported at 77 women

v" Reviewed draft of updated Branch membership flyer

v" Reviewed program for year, with thanks to the Program Committee

Lost & Found
From the Potluck Supper, 2 beautiful knitted potholders. Call or email Graham to get them back. 610-
431-7701 or GDBoose(@comcast.net

Domestic Violence Center Shelter Updates

The Wish List for the Domestic Violence Center Shelter includes toiletries, toothpaste, toothbrushes
(children and adult), deodorant, personal items, shampoo. Please bring them to the October
membership meeting, and I will get them to the Shelter. Your contributions really help! Thanks.

--Marian Stevenson, Chair

Reaching Out (continued from page 2)

welcomes your ideas and help.

The Membership Committee, chaired by Vice President Barbara Leone, welcomes your active
participation in working with new and longtime members to make sure they feel comfortable and are
able to get to membership and interest group meetings.

Let’s Read Math and Girls Exploring Tomorrow’s Technology are two on-going community activities
that can actively affect the economic equity of today’s girls. Both welcome your commitment. Marian
Stevenson has agreed to revitalize our Domestic Violence Shelter assistance project and will welcome
your help and donations.

And the Ways and Means Committee, under the leadership of Nancy Dore, makes our dreams possible.
Please let Nancy know that you will help with the New York bus trip or the Book Fair, both important
money-makers for Branch and Association equity projects. Elma Mack and Yvonne Peiffer are
coordinating a festive holiday party in December--be sure to attend!

If your busy life allows time for only an interest group or the holiday party, please come. Whatever
you choose, you are welcome to join us, and thank you for embracing our vision!
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Book Sale is Wednesday, November 29, Chester County Book & Music!

Book sale date set - mark your calendar!

Our fall book fund raiser will be held at the
Chester County Book and Music Company on
Wednesday, November 29th. All day our
members and their friends will be able to
purchase books and other items, and 15% of the
proceeds will be paid to our AAUW Branch.
This is an easy fund raiser. We hope a lot of
you will participate to help branch fund raising
efforts. You must pay at the balloon counter.

All book group leaders should prepare a list
of books being read this year that can be
purchased and submit the list to Leslie Olson
in early October.

That way the Book Company can have many

Did YOU Respond Yet? Member Input Requested

copies available for our members to purchase.
Keep Christmas and other gift shopping in
mind as well as this date approaches. Help us
make this a big success. Tip from Nancy Dore:
order books ahead of time and pick them up on
November 29 for additional Branch credits.

By Leslie Olson, Chair

New Public Policy Chair Re-Energizes Branch Program

Leslie Jean Allison, has been selected as branch
Public Policy Chair. The Board chose to re-
energize this important aspect of AAUW since
this is an election year and since many of our
newer members are interested in the topic

Please send your answers, comments and other
relevant info to Leslie Jean Allison —
LJAllison@cavtel.net, 714 Bradford Terrace
West Chester, PA 19382; phone 610-436-1598.

Let her know that you would like to become
involved as part of the recently revitalized
Public Policy Committee.

In addition, Leslie is exploring how the branch
can participate in/support the second Women in
Government forum, being sponsored by the
Chester County Women’s Commission,
planned for mid-November. More details later.

Leslie will be attending the Philadelphia Area
Interbranch Council Workshop on October 14,
where Lisa Maatz, Association Public Policy
Director, will discuss the many aspects of
Association’s Public Policy program and what
branches can do to affect public policy in their
legislative areas.

Public Policy Committee: PPPQ*

By Leslie Jean Allison, Public Policy Chair
In an effort to re-establish an active Public
Policy Committee, I would like to start by
acquiring some basic information.
Since we are spread throughout the county, it
will be helpful to know which legislative
district you live in and who your
representatives are. We can then more
effectively and efficiently address our concerns
to the appropriate representatives.

This is your Public Policy Pop Quiz (PPPQ)*
Please respond to the following:

1. Your name

2 Are you a registered voter?

3. What is your legislative district?

4. What public policy issues or concerns
would you like to see addressed?

5. Would you like to receive and respond to
Action Alerts from Association?

Send responses to the addresses above. Thank
you.
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Financial Report (As of August 31, 2006)
Checking Account $2,200.22 Chester County Community Foundation:
Short Term CD 2,500.49 Alice Lawson Scholarship Fund $22,279.11
Fund Balances: Let's Read Math (from Verizon) 4,875.00
Let's Read Math 264.91 --Rosemary Brown MacDonald,
Members Helping Members 199.00 Financial Officer
Audit Report

The Audit Committee audited the financial
records of the branch for the year 2005-2006
and found no discrepancies. The Audit
Committee commends Nancy Dore, our
Financial Officer, for her diligence and skill in
managing the funds of the branch.

Up front and personal--

The Audit Report was unanimously accepted
by the Branch Board, on September 5, 2006,
with their thanks to Nancy Dore.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Eaves, Chair, Audit Committee

Look what we are doing.....

(Your Board has wanted to have a column with Member news, while respecting members’ privacy. We
started this column recently and look to you for inputs. October 12 is the next deadline. Thank you.)

Cynthia Haggard was recently named chair of
the Advisory Council of the Leadership
Foundation for Teacher Education. The council
functions as a board of directors for the
foundation. It is affiliated with the Association
of Teacher Educators, and grants scholarships
and fund awards for distinguished dissertations
in education, distinguished clinician etc. at the
annual conference, and makes matching grants
to state units for leadership activities. The
council is in charge of fundraising and
charitable contribution to the association.
Congratulations to Cynthia!

Bon voyage...

Update Your Handbook with Corrections

Sandi Kwisz is off to Italy — think of her hot
air ballooning over Tuscany, Rome and
Florence!

Harriet Jarosh is now settled at The Villas,
Laurel, DE, and has been appointed Assistant
Director of the Georgetown Public Library. We
miss you!

Samia Rishi was the kickoff speaker for the
program year for the Eastern Delaware County
AAUW Branch.

TEASER--what’s in Dorothy Ward’s
mysterious past that leads to the email address
of choppernun@msn.com?

GET THEM WHILE THEY ARE HOT!!!!

Our current Handbooks are available. Members attending the September meeting picked up their
copies and copies for members whom they would see. Copies will also be available at the October
meeting. If you do not have yours and will not be attending in October, please ask a friend to get yours
to you. If you have any problem getting yours, contact Barbara Leone. Thanks!

Note the following corrections—(please update your Handbook)

Page 6--Tuesday, November 14, Spark to Flame: Movers and Shakers, the panelist listed as Carol

Birmingham should instead read Carol Darlington

Roselyn Cadoff--email racadoff@verizon.net; Donna Eaves--(0) direct line 610-344-5612

Norma George--(h) 610-872-7567; Frances Muldoon’s husband is Grant;

Eleanor Sinclair-- email sinparlez@verizon.net; Leslie Wachob--(h) 610-458-1837 Phone listed is a
working cell number; Dorothy Ward-- email choppernun@msn.com
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Holiday Gathering: Fun, Food, Music
Sunday, December 10, 2006, 4:00 p. m. — 6:00 p.m.
The Hickman
400 N. Walnut St., West Chester, PA 19380
Cost: $15 per person

Save this date to enjoy the beginning of the
Holiday Season with your spouse or guest.
Hors d’oeuvres, dessert, wine, coffee and tea
will be provided by The Hickman, while
former AAUW member Marge Pond plays
music on their baby grand piano. Marge will
provide us with a sing-along opportunity.

At this event we will be drawing the winner of
the raffle for the Alice Lawson “Colorful Hand
Knitted Afghan Throw.” The afghan is 52” by
72”, of a mohair type yarn and gently
washable.

History: Now how did we come by this afghan,
since Alice has been deceased for many years?
If my memory is accurate, I think that Alice
made this afghan in the late 70’s, again for a
raffle — perhaps to make money for
scholarships. My mother-in-law bought some
of the raffle tickets and her name was drawn as
the winner. The afghan rested on the back of
my mother-in-law’s sofa from then until this
past spring 2006. After her death, I brought the
afghan home with me — deciding it would be
cool to offer it again through a raffle to make
money for scholarships. [And if someone’s
memory is more accurate than mine please call
and share.]

The real gift, I think, is to have something
made by a former AAUW mover and shaker —

Voting Machines (continued from page 1)

Our guest speaker Marian Schneider, Esq., is
co-counsel for the plaintiffs in one of those
lawsuits right here in Pennsylvania. The group
of plaintiffs is nonpartisan and diverse and
challenges the validity of any voting method
that does not produce a written, verifiable copy
of every voter’s decision. Marian is extremely
knowledgeable, interesting and passionate
about voting rights. You will be inspired by
her message and will leave understanding this
very complicated and difficult topic that is sure
to be in all the news as November’s election
approaches!

By Fran Pierce, Co-Vice-President for Program

someone very active in our branch, who serves
still as an example of the power of women’s
actions, small or large. I think, before my time,
Alice was a membership chairperson for our
branch, then was honored with a Named Gift to
the Educational Foundation in 1981, and named
Outstanding Branch Member at State
Convention in 1996. After her death, Alice
Lawson’s family gave money to The Chester
County Community Foundation in her honor.
The income from The Alice Lawson Fund
began for the first time this year to provide a
$1000 scholarship for non-traditional
undergraduate students, i.e., generally older
women with children. So, we didn’t have to
take money from our current operating funds to
provide the scholarship for Kate Healy, senior
at Immaculata University.

Benefits: The money raised from this afghan
raffle and the $15 per person cost for this
Holiday Gathering will be split 50/50 between
the AAUW Educational Foundation (EF) and
the Alice Lawson Scholarship Fund. In this
manner, we will be helping both undergraduate
and graduate women to pursue their learning.

If you have questions, contact Elma Mack or
Yvonne Peiffer. The reservation form will be in
the next AAUW SUM. Looking forward to see-
ing you there! By Yvonne Peiffer, Co-President

Director Paula McGinness included Let’s Read
Math as part of the summer program at the Honey
Brook Library.
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AAUW Sum

SAVE THE DATES

Branch Board Meetings
Members are invited to attend. All Board
meetings are held at the West Goshen
Township Municipal Building. Community
Room, first floor. The building is located at
1025 Paoli Pike, West Chester, PA 19380, 610-
696-5266. It is the northeast corner of the
intersection of Route 202 and Paoli Pike.
Mondays: October 2, November 6, and
December 4; TUESDAY, January 2; Mondays:
February 5, March 5, and April 2, TUESDAY
May 1, and Monday, June 4 (joint board
meeting).

Branch Membership Meetings

Most Membership Meetings will be held at
Grove United Methodist Church, 490 West
Boot Road, West Chester, PA, 19380, because
of its central location, lighted parking, good
kitchen facility, and accessibility. Meetings are
held in Fellowship Hall on the first floor.

Tuesday, November 14

Sunday, December 10, 4-6 p.m.--Holiday Gala,
The Hickman

Tuesday, January 9

Tuesday, February 13

Tuesday, March 13

Tuesday, April 10

Tuesday, May 8--May Gala at a local restaurant

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Bridge

Women's Social Bridge will be held on
Tuesday, October 17, at 7:00 p.m. New
members welcome. Beatriz Wee chairs the
group. If you have questions or want to play

bridge in October, please contact Beatriz: 610-
594-2719 (h) or beatrizti@ctsi.net.

Couples Bridge is scheduled for Saturday
night, October 21st, at 7:30 p.m. Hostess is
needed. Call or e-mail Kay Philipps at 610-
399-0697 if you plan to play or would like to
be the hostess. New players welcome.

“Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire
did. She just did it backwards and in high
heels.”--Ann Richards, former Governor of
Texas, 1933-2006

Book and Discussion Groups

Lit IL, Fiction and Nonfiction

Chair is Donna Eaves, (h) 610-692-5277; (0)
610-344-6350; email deaves@chesco.org.
New members welcome.

Thursday, October 19, 7:30 p.m. dessert, 8:00
discussion Book is The Good Earth by Pearl
Buck. Leader and host is Mary Ann Kilpatric,
610-918-9845.

Lit ITI, Wednesday Evening Book Group,
Fiction and Nonfiction

Chair is Martina Ossman, (h) 610-793-1469,
E-mail: ossmanl072@aol.com.

Wednesday, October 18, 7:30 p.m., dessert,
8:00 p.m., book discussion. Book is Journeys:
A Novel of Iran by Jennifer Seaver. Peg
Anderson is the discussion leader. New
members welcome.

Lit IV, Monday Evening Nonfiction Book
Group—Chair is Paula McGinness.

Meets the 3™ Monday, alternating months (not
October), at 7:00 p.m. at the Chester County
Book and Music Company’s Magnolia Grill
Restaurant, West Goshen Shopping Center,
West Chester. Call Paula McGinness, 610-942-
4852 with questions. New members welcome.

Great Decisions will meet Monday, October
16 at the home of Kathryn Retallick, 610-.
Topic is Pandemics and National Security. For
information, contact Chair, Jacky Page, 610-
359-9887. New members welcome. Great
Decisions is considering meeting in the
afternoon if there is interest. Please call
Jacky Page.

Let’s Read Math Organizational/Planning--
Monday, October 2, 10:30, at the home of
Graham Boose, 415 Sunset Hollow Rd., West
Chester. Contact Graham if you wish to join the
committee, 610-431-7701 or
GDBoose@comcast.net.

Food Interest Group Organizational/Planning
Meeting--1f you are interested in restarting
something similar to a dine-around group we
enjoyed several years ago, please contact
Yvonne Peiffer, 610-363-9535 or
peiffer@erols.com.
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INTERBRANCH COUNCIL MEETING

Saturday, October 14, 11 a.m.--Lisa Maatz,
Association Public Policy Director, will discuss
how to set up a branch public policy program.
Downtown Philadelphia. Let Graham Boose
know if you want to be part of our branch
delegation: 610-431-7701,
GDBoose@comcast.net.

STATE MEETING

State Convention, April 27-29, 2007,
Scranton--Details as they become available.

ASSOCIATION MEETING
AAUW National Convention, June 29-July
2, 2007, Phoenix, Arizona.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(As space permits, we print items of interest as
requested.)

Vox Ama Deus, Daylesford Abbey Series,
220 South Valley Road, Paoli, PA 19301

Sunday, October 8, 5:30 p.m.--Grand
Mozartfest. All tickets $25.
http://www.voxamadeus.org

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania

Arts and Lecture Series:

Soprano Angela M. Brown will appear in
recital at Cheyney University's Dudley
Theatre on Wednesday, September 27 at 7:30
p.m. Ms. Brown was "Cilla" in Margaret
Garner. Call Sebronette at 610-399-2365 for
ticket information.
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Flamenco Ole!

Wednesday, October 25, 7:30 p.m., Marian
Anderson Auditorium

Ritz Chamber Players

Thursday, November 2, 7:30 p.m., Dudley
Centre. For tickets and info, call Sebronette at
610-399-2365.

Free public events at Uwchlan Meeting
House

As part of the 250" anniversary celebration of
the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, the board of
the Meeting House is presenting a series of
events, free and open to the public.. The
Meeting House is located at 5 North Village
Avenue, in Lionville, just west of the
intersection of Routes 100 and 113.

Sunday, October 8, 2 p.m. --A special
children’s colonial crafts and games program
will be available, with demonstrations of
colonial crafts and costumes, and fun fall
activities for families. Susannah Brody will
liven up many historical figures with her
program “Prosperous Beginnings,” offering
stories related to the early settlement of
Pennsylvania.

Sunday, November 5, at 3 p.m., Christopher
Densmore, Curator of the Friends Historical
Library at Swarthmore College, and Francis G.
Brown, authoritative local Quaker historian,
will discuss “The Quakers in Chester County.”
Light refreshments.

Important Voting Dates

Last day to register to vote
in the November election:
Tuesday, October 10

Last day to apply for a
civilian Absentee Ballot
Tuesday, October 31

Election Day
Tuesday, November 7
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A Legacy of Leadership

West Chester-Chester County PA Branch
415 Sunset Hollow Rd.
West Chester, PA 19380
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AAUW Mission Statement
The AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education and positive societal change.

AAUW Diversity Statement
In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full
participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin,
disability or class.

AAUW West Chester — Chester County Branch Vision Statement

The West Chester-Chester County Branch will
= Actively recruit members who support Association goals.
* Nurture these members through active Interest Groups, through monthly meetings with
intellectual and social merit, and through member support.
=  Sponsor at least one project per year with volunteers and with funds to promote Association and branch
goals.
» Sponsor at least one local scholarship per year for a nontraditional student
= Support programs for training and self-development of branch members to promote
Association goals.
= Raise funds through community projects and member gifts to support Association goals.
sk ok ok o kR ok K
Since its first meeting in 1881, AAUW has been a catalyst for change. Today, with more than 100,000 members,
1,300 branches, and 500 college and university partners, AAUW contributes to a more promising future and
provides a powerful voice for women and girls—a voice that cannot and will not be ignored.

WWW.aauw.org WWW.aauwpa.org www.aauwchestercountypa.org




